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The backyard’s a factory in small towns 
like Mingo Junction, Ohio (right). where 
steel mills line the river. Many such en- 
claves of industry sprouted in the 1800's, 
when mining of enormous coal seams 
boosted iron- and steelmaking, and sup- 
plies of clay and natural gas gave rise to 
pottery, glass, and brick industries. Later, 
deposits of salt and limestone led to chem- 
ical manufacturing. 

By 1920 thousands of European immi- 
grants had been recruited to work the 
Ohio River mills. Many came to Midland, 
Pennsylvania, a steel town, where retired 
millworker Stanley Holava (left) barbe- 
cues pigs for his family's traditional Ser- 
bian Christmas dinner. 
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